How Much

Is Enough?

Objective:

Students will list reasons for and against the establishment
of an additional nationd park. They will plan the amount
and type of usethis area should receive.
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Background: This activity examines the criteriafor establishing

Procedures:

Nationa Park Service areas in the United States and addresses the questions of how
much land should be preserved and how much public use should be dlowed on these
lands. Thefollowinginformation can be used to introduce the activity.

Dividetheclass into nine groups. Ask the groups to represent one of the following
view points: Chamber of Commerce, hunters, recreational vehicle owners, loggers,
miners, backpackers, photographers, Nationa Park Service, and an environmenta
organization. These groups areto defend or opposethe designation of anew park area
based on their perception of the need to preserve such areas or on their advocacy of
plans for use and development of the area.

Usingamap, help the sudents locate an areathat might be used as the focus for this
study (try to usean areanear you). The hearingboard should resear ch the proposa
and consider how it might affect the community. How many nationd parks arein the
area? How ese could the land be used?

Each group can research and prepare testimony to be considered by the hearing board.
All concerned individuas should define their positions clearly. Suggest that questions
and discussion include attention tothe following:

1. What would betheimpact of theproposed nationd park on theloca economy in
the short and long run?

2. How would the wildlife within these national parks be managed (look at severd
limiting factors such as migration patterns, water, vegetation, human impacts)?

3. If our population continues to expand, should we anticipate agill grester demand
on these areas? What other factors might affect trends in recreation (price of ges,
more leisure time, economi cs)?

4. Should our existing ar eas be managed to accommodate more visitors or limit their
access to, the park? If so, how? What problems might be solved or created by
your prgposa?

5. Under what circumstances, if any, might citizens be prevented from entering and
usingapark?

6. Isrecreation theonly purpaose of thepark? What was the orignal intent
establishingthe national park?

7. What other passible means aretherefor attemptingto most effectively maintain
our nationa park and wilderness areas?

Oncethe students have researched their various points of view, elect ahearingboard
of 3to 5 qudents. Edablish acharperson to convenethe meeting. Once the meeting
starts, the chairperson recognizes participants who then make their presentations.
Presentations should be limited to no more than five minutes each.



Extension:

The hearing board members could offer arecommendation based on the testimony and
discussion they have heard. They could dso ask the groupsto work out acompromise
to solvetheproblem. If acompromiseis accepted, continue discussion to determine
what each side may have sacrificed. Discuss thetype of development tha will be
dlowed, if any, and their long-term effects. Arethese equitable trade-offs? Why or
why nat? It isinmportant to remember that Nationa Parks are created and protected for
everyonein our country. It is ultimately the decision of Congress as to whether apark
Is created or not. Congress seeks locd and nationd input in making their decisions.

M any communities have worked hard to have a special area designated as aNational
Park.

For extracredit, have students research the similarities and
differences between a) nationd parks, b) nationad forests, c)
nationa wilderness areas, d) nationa wildliferefuges, €)
national monuments, and f) nationd recregtion areas. What
activities are genera ly alowed or prohibited in each? What
agenci es are responsible for the management of each? What
problems, if any, are presently affecting the management of each?




